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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claim 20 without prejudice or disclaimer. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Withdrawn) A disc roll comprising: 

a plurality of annular disc members each defining a hole and having a peripheral surface; 

and 

a rotary shaft fitted into the holes of said annular disc members by insertion, whereby the 
peripheral surfaces of said disc members serve as a conveying surface of the disc roll, 

wherein said disc members have a compression deformation rate of 0.05 to 0.3 mm under 
a load of lOkgf/cm. 

2. (Withdrawn) The disc roll according to claim 1, wherein said disc members contain 
an inorganic fiber in an amount of 20 to 40% by weight based on the total weight of said disc 
members and have voids of 30 to 70% by volume. 

3. (Withdrawn) The disc roll according to claim 2, wherein said disc members contain 
mica in an amount of 20 to 50% by weight based on the total weight of said disc members. 

4. (Withdrawn) A method for producing a disc roll, comprising the steps of: 

forming into a plate form a slurry raw material containing an inorganic fiber in an amount 
of 20 to 40% by weight to obtain a disc member base material; 

stamping out a plurality of annular disc members each defining a hole and having a 
peripheral surface, from said disc member base material; and 

fitting said plurality of annular disc members on a rotary shaft by insertion through the 
holes and fixing said disc members thereon to obtain a disc roll. 
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5. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 4, wherein said formation of the disc 
member base material is conducted by a paper-making process. 

6. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 4, wherein said slurry raw material 
contains in an amount of 3 to 15% by weight a material which is burnt off by heat applied at the 
time of burning or upon use. 

7. (Withdrawn) A plate-shaped disc member base material, having a compression 
deformation rate of 0.05 to 0.3 mm under a load of 10 kgf/cm. 

8. (Withdrawn) The disc member base material according to claim 7, containing an 
inorganic fiber in an amount of 20 to 40% by weight based on the weight of said disc member 
base material and have voids of 30 to 70% by volume. 

9. (Withdrawn) The disc member base material according to claim 7, containing mica in 
an amount of 20 to 50% by weight based on the weight of said disc member base material. 

10. (Currently Amended) A disc roll comprising: 

a plurality of annular disc members each defining a hole and having a peripheral surface; 

and 

a rotary shaft fitted into the holes of said annular disc members by insertion, whereby the 
peripheral surfaces of said disc members serve as a conveying surface of the disc roll, 

wherein said disc members comprise an inorganic fiber, mica and a clay having a content 
of particles with a particle size of 5 um or larger of not higher than 30% by weight based on the 
weight of the cla y, the clay being either elutriated or subjected to a wet sizing separation 
purification process . 

1 1 . (Original) The disc roll according to claim 10, wherein said mica is muscovite. 
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12. (Original) The disc roll according to claim 10, wherein said inorganic fiber is 
present in an amount of 5 to 40% by weight based on the total weight of said disc members, and 
said clay is present in an amount of 5 to 55% by weight based on the total weight of said disc 
members. 

13. (Original) The disc roll according to claim 10, wherein said mica is present in an 
amount of 5 to 60% by weight based on the total weight of the disc member. 

14. (Withdrawn) A method for producing a disc roll, comprising the steps of: 
forming into a plate form a slurry raw material to obtain a disc member base material, 

said slurry raw material comprising an inorganic fiber, mica and a clay containing particle 
components that have a particle size of 5 um or larger in an amount of 30% by weight or less 
based on the weight of the clay; 

stamping out a plurality of annular disc members each defining a hole and having a 
peripheral surface, from said disc member base material; and 

fitting said plurality of annular disc members on a rotary shaft by insertion through the 
holes and fixing said disc members thereon to obtain a disc roll. 

15. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 14, wherein said formation of the disc 
member base material is conducted by a paper-making process. 

16. (Withdrawn) A plate-shaped disc member base material comprising an inorganic 
fiber, mica and a clay having a content of particle components that have a particle size of 5 um 
or larger of not higher than 30% by weight based on the weight of the clay. 

17. (Withdrawn) The disc member base material according to claim 16, wherein said 
mica is muscovite. 
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18. (Withdrawn) The disc member base material according to claim 16, wherein said 
inorganic fiber is present in an amount of 5 to 40% by weight based on the weight of said disc 
member base material, and said clay is present in an amount of 5 to 55% by weight based on the 
weight of said disc member base material. 

19. (Withdrawn) The disc member base material according to claim 16, wherein said 
mica is present in an amount of 5 to 60% by weight based on the weight of the disc member base 
material. 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Previously Presented) A disc roll comprising: 

a plurality of annular disc members each defining a hole and having a peripheral surface; 

and 

a rotary shaft fitted into the holes of said annular disc members by insertion, whereby the 
peripheral surfaces of said disc members serve as a conveying surface of the disc roll, 

wherein said disc members comprise an inorganic fiber, mica and a clay, the clay being 
either elutriated or subjected to a wet sizing separation purification process. 
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